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Inclusive education?

¤What does inclusion mean to you?
¤What questions do you have about 

inclusion?
¤What are you hoping to get out of 

today?
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The Rationale



The evolution of inclusion

exclusion segregation integration inclusion teaching
to diversity

How do we move?



How do we move from…

Containers of integration

Communities of 
Diversity & Inclusion



This used to be true!

¤The “green” kids





The evolution of skills…



The evolution of skills…





Where did green come from?

¤The “green” kids



The End of Average!



How do we build an adjustable 
airplanes?

¤ Who are we working with and what is their range? (the pilots and 
their dimensions)

¤ What is the context/activity? (designing the plane)

¤ How does the context/activity represent the range of kids ? 
(designing the adjustments)

¤ How are we giving kids the agency to make the adjustments they 
need to be successful? (teaching the pilots make the adjustments 
they need to fly the plane)



How do we do it? First step…

¤Who are our pilots?

¤ “Knowing your learners (individuals), is 
foundational to designing contexts/activities” 
(Childre, 2009)
¤ Not what they are missing, but what they bring
¤ Not one size fits all
¤ Planning for our class needs to represent their 

unique ecology 
¤ Figuring out all the ‘colours’ in the community!



Strength based vs. Deficit based

¤ Why aren’t you green, what’s wrong with you?

¤ What is your colour, how do we make you brighter?

¤ How do we learn from each others’ brightness?



Starting with STRENGTHS!



Self Report





Class/Community 
Profile 

Interests:

Group Strengths Group Stretches

Individual Concerns

Class Review Recording Form

(Brownlie & King, 2000)

Goals Decisions

Medical Language Learning Socio-Emotional Other



How do we get individuals a part of the 
process?



self reports

Words that 
describe me

My favorite 
books/ stories

Things I like to 
do when I’m 
alone

Things I like to 
do with my 
friends

Things I like to 
do with my 
family

Things I’m 
very good at 
or interested 
in

Things I’d like 
(or need) 
you to know 
about me

My hopes 
and dreams 
for myself

The easiest 
way for me 
to show what 
I know is:

Things I would like to 
get better at are:

Name:Who Am I? Profile

Schnellert & Brownlie, 2011



Individual 
Profiles



Here are a few of my favourite things 
to do…

I love to 
________________________

I love to 
________________________

I love to 
________________________



Google images



Here are a few of my favourite things 
to do…

I love to 
________________________ .

I love to 
________________________ .

I love to 
________________________ .

watch movies

cook

read



Here are some things that I….
…am good at. …don’t like. … interested in.



Here are some things that I want to get better at…
…at home. … at school. … all the time.



Some things I want to get 
better at, at home…

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

Keep my room clean
Help out with chore around the house
Get enough sleep
Don’t sleep too much
Help with cooking
Do the dishes
Do my laundry
Do all my homework
Work out



Susan
Scott



Name: Aron

Grade: 9
1 class Teacher/ EA

A Science Mr. Alexis
B English Ms. Jones
C Resource Ms. Moore
D gym Mr. Dhaliwal

Some things that I am good at:
Studying homework dog walking horse back riding  games  
basketball 

Things I really like: 
video games basketball animals walking my dog fishing

Some things you need to know about me: 
I’m in grade 9 I’m 5’11 and I like basketball a lot I take the bus 
to school in the morning not afternoon I also do horse back 
riding in block C. I have autism

Some things I want to get better at this year: 
English

The easiest way to show what I know is:  
By talking, by asking, by doing it



Name: Ashok

Grade:  10
1 class Teacher/ EA

A Foods 9 Ms. Kenakin

B Social studies 10 Ms. Dunn

C APPLS Ms. Moore 

D P.E Mr. Dhaliwal

Some things that I am good at: 
I am really good working on the computer, and video games. 
I’M also good at drawing.

Things I really like: 
I really like to design cars and I like hanging out with family 
and friends.

Some things you need to know about me: 
Things you need to know about me is I’M a fun loving guy 
that’s in a wheelchair and I really like people around me. And 
another thing you need to know about me is that my 
wheelchair is not a ride. 
Some things I want to get better at this year: 
This year I want to get better at making friends, helping others, 
and not worrying.

The easiest way to show what I know is: 
Writing, talking, and drawing.



Name:  Ryan
Grade: 4
Teacher: Mrs. Smith

I like to play hockey and play video games and 
basketball. Those are my fun things to do.

I like to ride my bike outside I can go so fast on my 
bike. My favourite sport to watch is hockey. I like to see 
my uncles at their house. 

Sometimes I can’t see when things are small. It is 
too hard to see. I can take notes when they are really 
far for me to see it. I take the school bus to go home 
every day.

I would like to learn math and how to do more 
things on the computer. I would also like to make more 
friends at school.

The easiest way for me to show my learning is to 
type it.



Name: David M.

Grade: 8

Teacher: Ms. Wayne

My name is David.  I am in grade 8.  I go to McNair 
Secondary.  I am good at PE and Reading and Art, but I 
need help with Science, Math. 
When I have free time  I like to watch movies and play 
video games.

Some things that help me are when people speak clear 
and not too fast.  I also have a hard time when people 
are bossy to me.
Other things that really help me are when I can sit near 
the front of the class. When I can have directions it helps if 
they can be repeated and if they are given to me one at 
a time, or if they are written as a list on the board.
Sometimes I can’t see well so font that is large and dark 
help me.  And if I am feeling tired I might need a break 
from that is hard.
I work best when I am by myself or with one other person.

I like when my teachers have a sense of humour and tell 
me when I am doing a good job.



Share with your neighbour….

¤ What is coming to mind?

¤ What are your connections?

¤ What are your questions?



Frameworks to Support Diversity

WHO 
are we?

RTI



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

RTI Triangle
Lens:

Inclusion Planning Workshop Shelley 
Moore 2017

Who needs 
the most 
support?

Who need the 
most 

challenge?



Response to Intervention (RTI)

Four assumptions to RTI
1. We can effectively work with all 

students in our community
2. Early instruction of support
3. Research based instruction
4. Shifting our support models

instruction



. We can effectively work with all 
students in our community



2. Early instruction of support



3. Research Based Instruction



4. Shifting our support models



Response to Intervention (RTI)

Four assumptions to RTI
1. We can effectively work with all 

students in our community
2. Early instruction of support
3. Research based instruction
4. Shifting our support models

instruction



Input 
Adapting the way instruction is 
delivered to the learner 

Example: Use different visual 
aids, concrete examples, hands 
on activities, cooperative 
groupings

Difficulty 
Adapt the skill level, problem 
type or rules of how the learner 
may approach the work 
Example: Allow a calculator, 
simply directions

Degree of participation 
Adapt the extent to which a 
learner is actively involved in the 
task 
Example: In PE, student is I 
charge of scoring, while others 
play game

Output 
Adapt how the learner responds 
to instruction 
Example: allow verbal vs. written 
response, allow students to 
choose method of expression

Level of Support 
Increase the amount of help the 
learner receives 

Example: Assign peer buddies, 
peer tutors, or educational 
assistants

Alternate goals 
Adapt the goal or outcomes 
while using the same materials 
Example: In social studies, 
expect a student to find 
provinces on a map while other 
find provinces and capitals

Time 
Adapt the time allowed for 
learning or task completion 
Example: extend time if needed

Size 
Adapt the number of items that 
the learner is expected to learn 
or complete 
Example: reduce the number of 
math questions around a 
concept

Parallel  curriculum 
Provide the different instruction 
and materials to meet individual 
goals 
e.g. a task that is similar to class 
– meet the same goals, but is 
individualized

http://www.spannj.org/pti/Curriculum_Modifications_and_Adaptations.pdf



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group

Tier 1

Specialized 
Support

Targeted 
Support



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group

Small Group

Individual

Large Group

NO SUPPORT!

ADAPTATIONS

MODIFICATIONS



Adaptations and Modifications 
vs. 

Inclusive Supports 
¤ Supports are designed for specific students

¤ ALL students can access supports regardless of ability in the 
teaching and learning phase



Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Designing Supports for a DIVERSE group

Universal Support

More 
Support

Even 
More 
Support



Keep in mind…

“It is not about finding 
the answer…It is about 
finding out what is 
useful.”

¤Bruce Beairsto



Taking it back to your own contexts!

¤What is useful?
¤What could you try?
¤Who can support you?
¤What is your first step?
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