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Airplane Metaphor

What are the dimensions of the pilots?

Rather than designing individual planes for every pilot…

How do we design one adjustable plane for all pilots?
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We cannot change someone’s 
dimensions

We can only respond to dimensions



What is one of your dimensions?



Could it work for Curriculum?

What are the dimensions of the students?

Rather than designing individual plan for every student…

How do we design one adjustable plan for all students?

Interests Strengths
Stretches

Needs Identities
Goals
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We cannot tell someone who
they are…

We can only create space for 
them to safely identify



Bronx, NY 2005
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Greta



Are you Indigenous?



It’s not safe.



Who do we learn about?



Who do we learn about?

White, straight, non-disabled, cis gendered, men



Missed opportunities??



Who do we learn about?

Who is school safe for?

White, straight, non-disabled, cis gendered, men



How do we make school safe for ALL?



How do we make school safe for ALL?

Who is school safe for?

Our Kids needs to see themselves 



Our Students ARE the curriculum.



Our Students ARE the curriculum.

This is teaching to identity.



Small Group Choice Questions 
• What are some of your identities? Are there any parts of you that you 

don’t feel safe declaring or sharing with others?

• What do you see when you look at your students in your classroom, 
school and community? What are their identities?

• What are you already doing so that your students can see themselves 
in the content?

• How can we construct conditions and opportunities in our classrooms 
and schools for student’s identities to emerge?


